
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Stephen A. Botos, Chair 
David E. Massaro, , Vice Chair 
C. Talbot Heppenstall, Treasurer 
Edward J. Donnelly III, MD, Secretary 
 
Robin Felton Baum 
David R. DiBenedetto, Sr. 
Michelle Domeisen, D. Min 
Peter G. Ellis, MD 
Mary Lee Gannon 
Judith W. Granato 
Barbara Kevish, MD 
John Lagnese, MD 
David T. Martin 
Babette Magee 
Nabil Mikhael, MD 
David Patton 
Vincent J. Silvaggio, MD 
Seth Silverman 
William H. Simpson 
Patrick N. Smith, MD 
Marshall W. Stafford, MD 
Neil Y. Van Horn 
C. James Zeszutek 
 
FOUNDATION OFFICE 
Mary Lee Gannon, President 
Katie McGregor, Manager of Development 
Casey Sanders, Administrative Coordinator 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
Emilie Freese 
Jean McDonough 
Patricia Severance 

815 Freeport Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

1 4 

Nonprofit Org. 
US POSTAGE PAID 
Permit No. 5303 
Pittsburgh, PA 

WHAT’S INSIDE 

COVID19 has brought uncertainty to our lives. There is one assurance you can count on - excellence in your 
care at UPMC St. Margaret. We are very proud to have jumped onto the U.S. News and World Report list of 
best hospital in Pennsylvania at #17. Enjoy the stories inside this issue that showcase how your support 
insures that HOPE is never canceled here.  

In Her Own Words—Courtney Riedel, UPMC St. Margaret Dietitian II on 
Why She’s Fundraising for St. Margaret Foundation’s Hope Run 

ST. MARGARET  
F O U N D A T I O N  

THE 

IMPACT REPORT 
Fall 2020 

UPMC St. Margaret Celebrating 40 Years in 
Aspinwall! 
During March of 1980, the then St. Margaret Memorial Hospital moved from 46th 
Street in Lawrenceville to its current location. 

The move was conceived in 1973 and groundbreaking took place in 1976. The 
committee concluded Lawrenceville was no longer where the hospital belonged. Only 
10% of Lawrenceville residents looked to St. Margaret for service, most of the patients 
coming from Fox Chapel area, Millvale, Sharpsburg, Harmar, O’Hara, Shaler, and West 
Deer.  

On March 6, 1980 the ribbon was cut on the new facility with a ceremony in front of 
500 officials, health care professionals, and hospital employees. An open house and 
tours for the public 
followed on March 
9. According to 
reports, more than 
15,000 people 
attended the event. 

Some of our 
doctors have been 
here since the 
beginning! 

Courtney raised $255 for St. Margaret Foundation 
simply by sharing her story and appreciation.  

How You’re Helping Patients—A Rod 
Rutkowski Bed Fund Story 

A patient with the coronavirus came to the hospital for 
some much needed care.  After spending several days in the 
hospital, hospital staff we were able to get her to the point 
where she would be OK to go back to her apartment.  Her 
daughter was ready to help her recover at home but was 
unable to come to the hospital to take the patient home 
because she also had the coronavirus.  Her other daughter 
has cancer, so the family wanted to protect her from getting 
sick.  They did not have the money to pay for an ambulance 
to take the patient 
home.  Through the help of 
the Rutkowski Bed Fund, we 
were able to take the patient 
back to her apartment using 
a special contactless shuttle 
van. 

St. Margaret Foundation 
Breaks Record in Employee 
Donations During COVID-19 
 
 

This year the St. Margaret Founda-
tion Employee Campaign surpassed 
the goal of $135,000 and raised a 
record $143,387. While on the 
front lines of COVID-19, 574 em-
ployees donated to help their pa-
tients and fellow employees in 
need. 
 
Employee Campaign Stats: 
Total Raised:  $143,387 
Total # of Donors:  574 
Total # of New Donors:  146 (25%) 
Increased Donations:  50 
Giving an Hour a Month:  95 
Giving Two Hours a Month:  44 

Donors Help Our Super Heroes During COVID-19 
 

We put out the call that our patients and employees are in need—now, more than ever—being 
in the midst of a global pandemic. Employees are putting their lives on the line for our patients 
who are in the hospital fighting for their lives. YOU answered that call and donated $108,000 in 
just a few short months. 
 

Here’s How Your Donations Have Helped So Far: 
1. $3,000 worth of food pantry items 
2. 30 employee weekly care packages 
3. Still paying gas, electric, and housing bills for cancer patients and 

employees in crisis 
4. 7 iPads purchased for the ICU and other units for patient/family 

conversations 
5. 745 boxed lunches for employees’ school age children now at home 
6. Temporary housing for our doctors, nurses, and employees 
7. $3,500 in emergency childcare assistance grants 
8. 1,921 employees received a $25 Giant Eagle gift card 
9. Gave 175 long stem roses in a vase to female patients on Mother’s Day 
10. $1,500 granted to plant the patient Rehab patio with flowers 
11. A “Heroes Work Here” sign was purchased and placed at the entrance of 

the hospital 

Letter from the President 

Mary Lee Gannon, President 

“Why am I raising money? I love the mission of the St. Margaret Foundation and 
have seen it in action many times. When I had a patient who had been on tube 
feeds for many years but insurance was no longer going to cover the formula, the 
St. Margaret Foundation stepped in to fill in the gap by getting 
this patient his formula (food!) while a doctor, social worker, 
and myself worked to find ways to affordably get his formula 
for the long term. Another way has been recently with the 
boxed meals my department is putting together for kids not 
getting lunches at school right now. After the floods in the 
Aspinwall area last year, impacted employees got financial 
assistance for repairs and there was a community donation 
center for replacing furniture. These are just a few examples 
of many.” 

In 1930 two young brothers 

brought their pennies to St. 

Margaret Hospital in this teapot 

to help a friend - marking the 

birth of the Free Bed Fund.   

Courtney Riedel, Dietitian II 
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Brian Demchak Hope Run Converted to a Virtual Run 

St. Margaret Hospital Rebab Unit Patio in Full Bloom! 

St. Margaret Foundation contributed $1,500 to plant the patient patio on the 

Rehab unit with flowers so our patients who are in the hospital for weeks at a time 

may enjoy a serene setting and the view of the river. Here are some of the rehab 

staff outside on a sunny day, flowers in bloom, showing their appreciation for St. 

Margaret Foundation! We are so thankful for YOU and the dedication you have to 

your patients. 

For the first time in 32 years runners and walkers didn’t gather together at St. Margaret for The Brian Dem-
chak Hope Run. Following CDC recommendations, the annual event had to quickly be reimagined, resulting 
in The Brian Demchak Hope Q5K—a virtual run/walk—presented by PNC in May. 

Brian Demchak was an athlete with heart and provided inspiration for our community and to those who 
knew him. He competed in our race regularly with his mother, Tina (pictured below), finished the Pitts-
burgh Marathon several times, and was a competitive athlete who won many medals in the Special Olym-
pics. 

Our participants turned their days of quarantine into health and purpose as they walked, ran, and biked 
through neighborhoods, respecting social distancing and raising money for neighbors and health profes-
sional. We asked participants to share a photo with us while they were on their run—see some of the par-
ticipant photos below! 

Many participants created peer-to-peer fundraising pages. With 14 total Facebook and GoFundMe fund-
raisers, $40,051 was added to the total raised to help patients. 

Thank you to all the runners, walkers, sponsors, and fundraisers, because of you we raised $109,000 to 
help doctors, nurses, and patients at St. Margaret.  

 

From: Roberts, Melissa 
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 12:00 PM 
To: St. Margaret Foundation <smf@upmc.edu>  
 

Subject:  I am In Awe of You 
 

The special programs you run, your ability to see the needs in 
our community and our employees and find a way to bring 
hope, joy and brotherhood absolutely amaze me. On pay it 
forward day, you certainly have done your good deed. 

Thank you from all employees of UPMC St. Margaret Hospital. 

Melissa S. Roberts, CPht, CSPT, UPMC St. Margaret Pharmacy 

Employee Art Contest 

Free Lunches and Childcare for Employee’s Children 
During the Crisis 
With the unexpected closure of 
schools and daycare centers 
during the Coronavirus crisis 
children of St. Margaret Hospital 
employees had to stay home and 
thus did not have the benefit of 
breakfast or lunch at school. 
Through the generosity of 
donors to St. Margaret 
Foundation, the hospital Food & Nutrition Service provided 
745 box lunches so that these St. Margaret employees’ 
children who are dependent on the school for a meal could 

have something to eat. 

In May, St. Margaret Foundation held an 
art contest for our St. Margaret Employ-
ees. The winning entry was featured on a 
greeting card sent to our donors to spread 
a bit of cheer and positivity. Congratula-
tions to our winner, William Vascik, Physi-
cian Assistant at Three Rivers Orthopedic 
with his Bleeding Heart photo submission! 

Barbara James, OT Leigh Resnick, RN and Krystin Dabney, RN 

Breaking Ground on a New Home for the New Kensington Family Health Center 

Senator Jim Brewster, Rep Frank Dermody, Mayor 
Tom Guzzo, Joni Schwager, Mary Lee Gannon, 

Mary Popovich, Dave Patton, Dr  Jonathan Han 

In June, a groundbreaking ceremony marked a new home for 
UPMC St. Margaret New Kensington Family Health Center. The 
new facility, set to open in the spring of 2021, will expand from a 
4,700-square-foot building to 8,000 square feet. With the health 
center offering primary care, obstetrics, pediatrics, opioid use 
disorder intervention, psychiatry, social work, and behavioral 
health support, the ever-growing number of patients resulted in 
the need for more space.  

The center offers convenient and affordable access to care for 
vulnerable populations. The $4.6 million project will place the 
new building two blocks from the existing facility, at 1080 Fifth 
Ave.  

“Building a new Family Health Center to accommodate these 
integrated services is a welcome challenge – we know that cre-
ating a safe and welcoming space for our patients is of utmost 
importance, and that the physical plant requires office spaces 
that encourage collaboration, cross communication and team-

work” said Dr. Jonathan Han, New Kensington Family Health 
Center’s medical director. 

With grants from RK Mellon Foundation, Staunton Farm Founda-
tion, The Pittsburgh Foundation, Hearst Foundation, PNC Charita-
ble Trust, and contributions from individual donors, as of August 
31, 2020, St. Mar-
garet Foundation 
has raised $2.2 
million of a $2.4 
million goal. If 
you’d like to learn 
more about this 
project, please 
reach out to Mary 
Lee Gannon at 
412-784-4277 or 
gannonm@upmc.edu. 

Special Thanks to our  

Sponsors: 

 
Presenting Sponsor 

PNC Bank 
 

Gold Sponsors 
UPMC 

Aerotech 
Hirtle Callaghan & Co 

Jennmar 
 

Silver Sponsor 
Simpson McCrady 
Flying Fishheads 

Team Pumpkin Key 
Massaro Corporation 

Ellwood Properties 
The Johnson Family Fund 
Green Prints Landscaping 

Harmar Village 
 

Friends 
Maher Duessel 

Presbyterian Senior Care 
Pucciarelli Brothers 

Dr. Hongmei Liang  Louise Mitinger and Family Tina Demchak 

St. Margaret Foundation Sponsored Sign to show Appreciation for our Healthcare Heroes 
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